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Three years funding (February 2009 to March
2011) from DECC covering:

* full cost of establishment to private land
owners

* annual “rental” payments paid up front as a
lump sum

®* research costs
® project management
°* communications




* Objectives

Provide reliable data on the viability,
feasibility, sustainability and
appropriateness of SRF as a renewable
energy source in England

Inform regulatory processes

* Added value by using similar species and
methods to the Scottish network




Summaries of impacts to inform policy
(EIA and Felling Regulations)

Assessment of commercial viability

Best Practice Guidance

Resource for future impact assessments and
demonstrations

Core experiments with potential to support
more detailed experiments




Establish field scale “commercial” trials (at least 5
has) using Eucalyptus nitens to provide operational
(all sites) and hydrological data (1 site)

Establish replicated species trials at all sites
(11 species: 3 native, 4 naturalised, 4 exotic) in
common to those in Scotland

Establish new spacing trials at one site (E.
nitens and sycamore)

Include single plots of other species as filler whe re
there is space




ash

silver birch

sweet chestnut

hybrid aspen

red alder

Italian alder

sycamore

shining gum (E nitens): 2 seed sources
Tingiringy gum (E glaucescens)

cider gum (E gunnii)

rauli (Nothofagus procera): a southern beech
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/  Review, building on the Hardcastle review, to
cover:
hydrology
biodiversity (probably limited to above ground)
landscape
archaeology
solls
GHG balance
pests and diseases
growth, yield and biomass distribution
nutrient dynamics.




| Extraction of data from existing relevant plots.

| Intensive assessments so far focussed on an
area of Eucalyptus nitens close to Alice Holt
research station.

/A landowner agreement has been signed to
allow scavenging of data on E. nitens and E.
gunnii at Lynemouth, NE England

/ Third site at Daneshill containing native
hardwoods and E nitens and gunnii







Total DM (KQg)

Relationships from destructive sampling

(o)
o

PN W D O N @
O O O O OO O o o
| | | | | | | |

R% =0.97

0.00

0.05

0.10
dbh (m)

0.15

0.2

120

100 -

80 -

60 -

40 -

Leaf area (m2)

20 -

R%=0.99

0
0.00

0.05

0.10
dbh (m)

0.15

0.20




Daneshill




Stands of second cycle coppice of E gunnii and

dalrympleana on the England/Wales border
have indicated good coppicing ability and high

yields.

Conservative estimate of standing above
ground biomass of stems >10cm diameter is
250 odt after 10 years, increasing to 400 odt if
all stems are included

Some plots have total aboveground biomass of
600 odt

Dry density ~700 kg m -3




