Review of Operation

The district heating plant in Aviemore North has been
operational since October 2006.

71 homes now connected to boiler and 62 remaining to be
completed.

Heat units produced: 1m kWhrs since start-up;
(1,089,500kWhrs).

450 tonnes of Woodfuel consumed.

350 tonnes CO2 (based on 40% moisture content fuel)
saved.

The billing is done on the basis of Domestic Credit Modules
and meters in each house, credited by means of a smart card.
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Aviemore North

Biomass District Heating Scheme

About The Project

Albyn Housing Society Ltd last year completed the installation
of a woodfuel district heating scheme which will provide
heating and hot water for 130 homes in Aviemore.

The plant is Albyn owned and controlled with the heat contract
negotiated with Buccleuch Bio-energy Ltd.

Financially sustainable business plan.

130 homes can be heated by the bio-mass district heating.

The 130 homes heated by the scheme include 30 existing homes
previously heated by oil.

There are 3 boilers in place at the district heating plant.

They are: 2 woodchip @ 400KW and 120KW respectively, and 1 oil
backup at 540KW.

The total cost of the project came to £1million.

It is estimated that when the plantis utilised to its full potential it will
use 1200 tonnes per annum woodchip (estimated).

The Aviemore area has significant amounts of forest locally as well as
large sawmills producing huge quantities of wood co-product.

The designers of the system were Architect Colin Armstrong
Associates Inverness and Engineers Elders Consulting Engineers
Edinburgh

Why Biomass?

-Push for innovation and
the increased use of more
local resources- policy
and organisationally for
Albyn, Communities
Scotland and Cairngorms
National Park Authority
(CNPA).

-It is predicted that 700
tonnes CO2 will be saved
per annum through the
use of biomass.

-Provides an alternative
fuel choice which may be
more economical; helping
to combat ‘Fuel Poverty’.
-Aviemore well placed for
woodchip supply.

-The use of biomass in this
project will contribute to
the renewables effort in
the CNPA and the
Highlands as a whole.
-Unique opportunity at
Aviemore North to prove
that biomass can be a
viable option.

-The use of biomass
contributes significantly to
Albyn’s ‘Eco-Homes’
objectives for this project.




